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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM,  

LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY  

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2021  

 

YEAR 10                             EUROPEAN STUDIES             MARKING SCHEME 
 

PART I                                                                                         (Total 51 marks) 
 

Candidates are to choose any THREE sections from Part I and answer all the questions 

in the chosen section. 

 

The answers in the marking scheme are just indicative and any other possible and 

valid answers are to be accepted. 

 

Question Mark Answer 

Section 1 − 
Power and 
People 

  

1 2,2,2 Right to fair trial 
Everyone is entitled to a fair and public hearing within a 

reasonable time by an independent and impartial tribunal.  
Everyone charged with a criminal offence is considered 

innocent until proved guilty. 
Prohibition of discrimination 
Every person, without discrimination on any ground such as 

sex, race, colour, language, religion, political opinion, 
national or social origin or any other status, should enjoy 

these rights and freedoms. 
Freedom of assembly and association 
Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and 

association with others, including the right to form and to 
join trade unions for the protection of his/her interests. 

2 3,8 Some categories of people and groups in society, often 
referred to as vulnerable groups, have suffered long-term 

discrimination or had other rights violated.  Therefore, they 
need special measures to enable them to access human 
rights standards on an equal basis with others. 

 
Students should mention four of the following groups or 

categories of people and discuss why they require special 
protection.  Other relevant answers are accepted: 

• Women; 

• Children; 
• Refugees; 

• Minority groups;  
• People with special needs; 
• Elderly persons; 

• Lesbian, gay and transgender people. 
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Section 2 − 
Economic 
Development 

and Changes 
in Europe 

  

1 2 A transnational corporation is one which is registered and 
operates in more than one country at a time. 

2 8 • Sweden strives to be one of the world’s most 
innovative and research-intensive nations; 

• It is renowned for its innovation and entrepreneurship; 
• Sweden’s long-term focus on education and research 

has had a major impact on its capacity for innovation; 

• Sweden invests, as a rule, more than 3% of the 
country’s GDP in Research and Development (R&D), 

which is more than is invested by many other 
countries; 

• The trend of increasing costs and expenses in R & D in 

Sweden is continuing, driven by the business 
enterprise sector; 

• In fact, the job of a researcher was found to be the 
most common occupation in Sweden; 

• Green technology and life sciences are two fields for 
which Swedish researchers and companies are known; 

• Extensive research is carried on the treatment of 

emissions and toxic substances in production and 
manufacturing processes; 

• Sweden also has a high level of expertise in 
nanotechnology research;  

• The Government Agency Vinnova plays a central part 

in Swedish research.  This agency promotes and funds 
research projects in a wide range of fields, from health 

and transport to industrial material and smart cities; 
• Around 30% of Swedish research is carried out at 

universities. 

3 7 • SmartCity Malta is a state-of-the-art technology park 
in Kalkara, Malta; 

• The previously industrial area was transformed into an 
area featuring attractive architecture and landscaping 

features; 
• SmartCity Malta offers a blend of office, educational 

and retail spaces with part of the land set aside for 

green and open leisure areas; 
• Currently a high-end residential part is being 

developed, aimed at generating additional activity in 
this area; 

• Plans for the building of new facilities, including 

hospitality facilities, are also in place; 
• A number of public authorities, such as the Malta 

Tourism Authority and the Malta Gaming Authority, 
operate from SmartCity Malta; 

• This project has generated several knowledge-related 

jobs and prompted development across many sectors 
of the nation’s economy; 
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• The main objective of SmartCity Malta is to serve as a 
business hub, attracting both local and international 
companies and creating business opportunities; 

• Over the years, it has expanded this aim to also 
capture the increasing demands for top-end residential 

facilities. 

 Total: 

17 

 

Section 3 – 

Demographic 
and Social 
Realities 

  

1 3 Urbanisation refers to the population shift from rural areas 
to urban areas, the process by which urban areas increase 

in size and population and the ways in which society adapts 
to this change. 

2 8 • The Industrial Revolution changed material production, 
wealth, labour patterns and population distribution; 

• One of the defining and most lasting features of the 
Industrial Revolution was the rise of cities; 

• Although many rural areas remained farming 

communities during this time, the new industrial labour 
opportunities caused a population shift from the 

countryside to the cities; 
• To cope with the inrush of people, rows of densely 

packed, cheap houses were built; 

• Conditions in the overcrowded towns were made worse 
because there was no pure water supply and no 

organised collection of waste; 
• Smoke from factories polluted the air and laid thick 

layers of dirt on buildings; 

• The working-class neighbourhoods were crowded, dirty 
and polluted; 

• Rural-to-urban migration continued all through the 19th 
century, with the towns growing larger and larger. 

3 1,1,1,
1,1,1 

Students should list three of the following advantages and 
three of the following disadvantages of living in inner-city 

areas: 
Advantages 
• More and better paid jobs; 

• Nearer to the place of work, thus reducing time and cost 
of travelling; 

• More services, for example schools, hospitals, offices 
and shopping arcades; 

• More entertainment such as cinemas, gyms and 

restaurants; 
• Better transport facilities, for example inter-city rail or 

bus and underground rail. 
Disadvantages 
• High land values especially in the CBD (central business 

district) and in high-class residential areas; 
• Traffic congestion especially during rush hours as a 

result of narrow and unplanned streets and lack of car 
parks; 
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• Air and noise pollution resulting from the various means 
of transport; 

• Large quantities of household and industrial waste; 

• Urban decay as older houses are often abandoned; 
• Rising unemployment resulting from a decline in the 

older industries and the arrival of immigrants and 
refugees; 

• A higher rate of crime which include drugs and 
shoplifting. 

 Total: 

17 

 

Section 4 – 

Europeans and 

their 

Environment 

  

1. 5,5 Maritime climate 
This type of climate is a temperate temperature range that 

coastal regions experience because of the effect of the 
ocean.  Because of its massive size, the ocean does not 
heat up as fast as rock and soil in the summer, which gives 

these regions cooler temperatures.  Once the ocean does 
heat up by the end of the summer, it provides the coasts 

with more heat during the colder months.  Most maritime 
climates feature gulf streams that send warm air into the 
atmosphere.  Most maritime climates are also very humid 

and get a lot of precipitation in the form of fog, mist and 
rain. 

 
Continental climate 
This type of climate dominates a large part of Europe.  

Continental climates are characterised by variable weather 
patterns and significant variation in temperature.  This 

type of climate occurs in mid-latitudes where temperatures 
are not moderated by any water body such as the sea or 
the ocean.  Such regions experience colder winters and hot 

summers.  The continental climate is relatively dry as air 
masses that originate from the oceans far away are lost 

before reaching the location. 

2 2 Students should mention four of the following or give any 

other relevant answers: 
Malta, Italy, Spain, Greece, Cyprus 

3 5 • Although transport systems are generally designed to 
withstand weather and climate, historical climate is 
no longer a reliable predictor of future risk; 

• Climate change increases the frequency and intensity 
of some extreme weather events; 

• These, in turn, increase the risk of delays, disruptions 
and damage across land-based, air and marine 
transportation systems; 

• Higher temperatures can cause pavements to soften 
and expand, creating rutting and potholes, 

particularly in high-traffic areas, 
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• Heavy rain may result in flooding, which could disrupt 
traffic and weaken the soil and culverts that support 
roads, tunnels and bridges; 

• High temperatures also have an impact on railways; 
• Periods of extreme heat can affect aircraft 

performance which can lead to flight delays and 
cancellations; 

• Higher sea levels will mean lower clearance under 
waterway bridges which will affect marine transport. 

 Total: 

17 

 

Section 5 − 

The Cultural 
Heritage 

  

1 1 Baroque art reached its peak in the 17th century. 

2 3 • Baroque art illustrated key elements of Catholic 

dogma, either directly or indirectly; 
• It is heavily characterised by great drama and rich 

deep colour; 
• Baroque art showed a great sense of movement with 

swirling spirals; 

• New techniques were developed to enhance the 
atmosphere. 

3 2 Chiaroscuro is a technique adopted in the visual arts by 
artists and art historians for using contrasts of light to 

achieve a sense of volume in modelling three-dimensional 
objects such as the human body. 

4 2 Students should mention two of the following or give any 
other relevant answers: 
• The Beheading of St John the Baptist; 

• St. Jerome Writing; 
• The Conversion of St. Paul; 

• Bacchus. 

5 8 • This band, whose members were Jimmy Page, Robert 

Plant, John Bonham and John Paul Jones, opened 
new extremes of musical expression; 

• This band was influenced by various kinds of music 

including early rock and roll, psychedelic rock, blues, 
folk, Celtic, Indian and Arabic music; 

• It explored a variety of styles and created its own 
unique style which was unmatched by others; 

• Between 1968 and 1979, this band recorded nine 

albums; 
• Their best-known song is ‘Stairway to Heaven’, with 

its gentle acoustic beginning which eventually builds 
to a lengthy electric guitar solo; 

• The band sold more than 300 million records and held 

concerts worldwide; 
• During the 70s, their career was interrupted several 

times by accidents, deaths and other unfortunate 
events; 

• In December 1980, Led Zeppelin disbanded.  The 
three remaining members on two occasions; 
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 Total: 
17 

 

 
PART II                                                                                         (Total 34 marks) 
 

Answer any TWO questions in essay form.                                  
 

Question Mark Answer 

Section 1 − 

Power and 
People 

17 • Structural violence is a form of violence in which a 

social structure or social institution harms people by 
preventing them from meeting their basic needs; 

• Structural violence is subtle, often invisible and, in 
most cases, there is no one specific person who can 
be held responsible; 

• Poverty is a type of structural violence since it 
creates conditions in which a person is prevented 

from meeting his or her fundamental human needs.  
It places individuals at a much higher risk of 
malnourishment, disease and death; 

• Societies often constrain individuals or groups of 
people from achieving the quality of life that would 

have, otherwise, been possible.  These constraints 
can be political, economic, religious, cultural or legal 
in nature; 

• Another type of structural violence is sexism where 
people are discriminated on the basis of their sex or 

gender; 
• Xenophobia is another form of structural violence.  It 

includes negative attitudes and behaviours which 
exclude people from a particular ethnic or national 
group; 

• Negative consequences resulting from xenophobia 
include acts of violence and bullying; 

• Racism is another type of structural violence since it 
involves prejudice or discrimination directed against 
individuals of a particular racial or ethnic group; 

• Structural violence against women impacts all 
aspects of the women’s lives; 

• Religious intolerance is also associated with 
structural violence since people may discriminate 
others whose religious beliefs are different from 

theirs. 

Section 2 − 

Economic 
Development 

and Changes 
in Europe 
 

17 • Tourism is an important sector of Malta’s economy, 

contributing our country’s GDP and its development; 
• Over the last forty years, the continuous growth of 

the tourism industry has encouraged local 
businessmen to increase the number of hotels and 
other types of accommodation; 

• It is a major contributor to employment creation 
especially for women, youth and migrant workers; 

• Tourism has numerous links with other sectors of the 
economy, which include agriculture and 
infrastructure; 
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• For example, tourism also leads to improvement in 
transport and communication facilities; 

• The tourism industry in Malta promotes local culture 

and products; 
• Malta has a number of tourist attractions which show 

elements of our rich history and culture; 
• Several tourists visit Malta for the aquatic activities 

which are held in this island such as diving and 
sailing; 

• Medical tourism has also become popular in Malta in 

recent years; 
• Educational tourism also highly contributes to the 

number of tourists which come to Malta every year. 

Section 3 − 

Demographic 
and Social 
Realities 

17 • Multiculturalism can be defined as the coexistence of 

a culturally diverse or multi-ethnic population in a 
country; 

• Children from ethnic minorities or immigrant families 

can encounter difficulties in getting accustomed to 
the new environment in school, especially when 

language is a barrier.  This will negatively impact 
their academic performance and educational 
experience; 

• People coming from a minority group may find a 
problem in finding a job and slowly moving up the 

career ladder.  Moreover, they may experience 
prejudice, discrimination and exploitation at the 
workplace;   

• They may also encounter problems when trying to 
find accommodation, especially if they belong to a 

particular race or ethnic origin.  They often end up 
in overcrowded poor-quality housing in undesirable 
areas; 

• People from ethnic minorities may find it hard to 
practise their culture and may risk losing their 

original identities or lifestyles; 
• They may find themselves in social conflicts due to 

differences in religious beliefs and practices or as a 

result of their cultural habits; 
• Undocumented immigrants have an especially 

difficult time accessing services largely because they 
are afraid of being deported.  Out of fear, they avoid 
seeking the services they may need, such as that of 

a doctor. 

Section 4 −  

Europeans 
and their 

Environment 

17 • Availability of fresh water supply may vary a lot over 

the year, or even from one year and another; 
• The countries of southern Europe are most likely to 

experience problems of having enough fresh water 
supply since rainfall tends to be seasonal and 
unreliable; 

• Water is a very precious resource since it is needed 
for energy production, agriculture, industries and for 

domestic use;  
• Therefore, governments aim to adopt a number of 

measures to mitigate the problem of water scarcity; 
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• More efficient methods of irrigation could greatly 
reduce the amount of water wasted through 
agricultural use; 

• Another measure is to develop crops which have 
lower water requirements, and which grow when 

rainfall levels are highest during the year; 
• Water recycling plays an important role in water 

conservation.   Governments should encourage 
people to use recycled water; 

• Another solution is desalination, which is the removal 

of salts from sea water; 
• An additional way to conserve water is to build dams 

to store water for times of greatest demand; 
• Governments also aim to expand reservoir capacity 

to capture and store water; 

• Conserving wetlands highly contributes towards 
mitigating this problem. 

Section 5 − 
Cultural 

Heritage 

17 • Greek life was dominated by religion and so their 
temples were the biggest and most beautiful; 

• The temples also had a political purpose as they were 
often built to celebrate civic power and pride, 
showing world dominance during the Greek era; 

• Ancient Greek architecture is heavily dominated by 
three types of architectural systems called orders:  

Doric, Ionic and Corinthian.  The Doric was the type 
of order mostly used due to its simplicity in 
comparison to the others; 

• The Greeks were capable of building by stone and 
marble without using cement; 

• The Parthenon is a temple that dominates the hill of 
the Acropolis in Athens; 

• It was built in the mid-5th Century BC and was 

dedicated to the Greek goddess Athena Parthenos; 
• This temple was built using 50 Doric columns and is 

considered to be an architectural masterpiece; 
• The walls of this temple are all sculpted with several 

different war scenes; 

• The Parthenon has suffered damage over the 
centuries, including the loss of most of its sculpture; 

• The artworks that once adorned the marble walls can 
be found in bits and pieces still clinging to the 
remnants of the ancient temple or scattered amongst 

the world’s leading museums in Athens, London, 
Paris, Munich, Rome, Copenhagen, Vienna, etc; 

• However, its basic structure has remained intact with 
the remains providing a mute testimony to the glory 
of ancient Greece. 

 
 

 


